
Christmas Day - 2022 

Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

 In 1896 Henri Becquerel was studying the properties of x-rays, which had been discovered a year 

earlier.  To his surprise he found that certain materials (in his case uranium) emitted another form of 

energy that could also be recorded with the new technology used to detect the x-rays.  He had discovered 

radioactivity.  Of course, he did not invent radioactivity, the uranium was always emitting the energy - 

but only then was there a means devised to sense the presence of this fact of nature.  It is possible for 

something to be there, and we can’t sense it (like the signals flowing in and out of all the cell phones in 

the room).  Another thing that we can’t see are the thoughts of someone who is far away.  I received a 

call one day from someone who told me that they missed me, what they did not know is that often 

something reminds me of them too - although we don’t talk often, we are in each other’s thoughts. 

 There are invisible things in the world (some of which we may not have developed the 

technology to sense yet) - their being invisible does not rule out their existence.  Dark matter, for 

example, is theorized to make up 85% of all the matter in the universe - yet we have never been able to 

directly observe it.  A couple years ago a scientific instrument was devised to do just that - they hope 

that in a few more years they will have sensed dark mater for the first time.  Why do I bring up all this?  

Because the fact is that there is more out there that has yet to be verified. 

 In the Gospel we heard spoken about Jesus: He was in the world, and the world came to be 

through him, but the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not 

accept him.  We celebrate today the coming of God in the flesh as Jesus Christ.  God’s presence in the 

universe is as real as radiation and as pervasive as dark matter - although, like dark matter, we have not 

developed a technology to sense or record it directly.  God thinks of each of us, and loves us, although 

we may not have spoken to each other in quite a while to hear the words.  We hear God’s voice today in 

scripture tell us that the world came to be through Jesus, the Word of God - and that Jesus came to his 

own people and they did not accept him.  Have we, in the season of Advent allowed ourselves to become 

more open to accepting the reality of the God who comes to us as Jesus Christ?  Are we able to embrace 

today the thing that we have been expectantly waiting for - God in our lives? 

 God prepared the people through the prophets for the coming of the Messiah who fulfilled 

prophecies of coming to save.  Sometimes we all may have a hard time believing all that God has 



spoken - we may have a hard time accepting that God is there and that God loves us and wants to have a 

relationship with us.  God devised a great plan to allow us to be saved and to be united to this loving 

God for all eternity.  Since we as humans can’t join directly to the divine substance, God said “fine, then 

I’ll give myself a human body so that they can attach to that.”  By our baptism we are joined to the body 

of the risen Jesus.  Through his resurrection, this body is now transformed and does not have limitations 

that other human bodies do.   As the Body of Christ ascends to enter heaven, all those made part of that 

body - go with it.   At Christmas we celebrate the birth of that body of Jesus which makes our salvation 

possible, this is a gift from God greater than anything we got at the mall this year.   Just try to believe in 

that as much as you believe the scientist who says that 85% of the universe is this stuff that we can’t see 

or sense with scientific equipment - if you have faith stuff like that, have faith in God - have faith in the 

great method God has used to allow us to be united to the Divine for eternity. 

 In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in 

these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.  God speaks to us (meaning each of us 

individually) now, today through the Son, Jesus Christ.  Can we approach him today in the Eucharist and 

allow him to take up a home in us as he did when he was born in that stable in Bethlehem.  Can we 

surrender to God’s presence filling the whole world and believe in Emmanuel, “God with us”?  I can tell 

you from personal experience that amazing things happen through that presence that I see every day, 

that’s no line that I’m throwing at you, that’s personal experience. 

 The more that you can put the doubts aside and prepare yourself to receive the Lord in expectant 

hope the more God will come to you.  It may be a quick or a long process, but Jesus will come to you as 

he did in Bethlehem to fulfill the prophets if you work to open your hearts to receive and believe.  Then 

you may say with the prophet in the first reading: Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout 

for joy, for they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion.  You don’t need scientific proof 

to believe that a loved one loves you even if they don’t say it every day, and you don’t need to have a 

mystical experience to begin to allow the Lord to draw you back into his body.  Allow God to be born 

again in you (even if this has already happened in the past) for there is no end to the number of times 

God can come to us and to restore us and return us to his body.  As we allow this to happen, we will 

begin to see God more directly - maybe even as clearly as seeing a baby in a crib on Christmas morning. 

May God Bless you and your families, and Merry Christmas to you all.


